
 

A.  HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

1.   In March 2007 Mrs. JaquelineKaragiorgisbrought to my attention an article by Cecile Bontron with 

the title “Cyprus the cursed island” which appeared in the journal NouvelObservateur  on  the 1st of 

March 2007.  This is how I discovered with amazement what was going on in the 108 cabarets of the 

Republic of Cyprus. 

We then paid a visit to Father SavvasMichaelides, priest of the Russian parish in Limassol.  We visited his 

shelter in Agia Fila where at that moment 27 victims of human trafficking of various nationalities were 

offered accommodation and help. 

Two months later the Bishop of Limassol decided to reclaim the house where Father Savvas had his 

shelter and he was obliged to rent another place to house the victims. 

At this time, in June 2007, I was in Geneva.  I send an SOSmessage to my Swiss friends in Geneva :  2,000 

SF per month were needed to help Father Savvas keep his shelter alive. 

For this reason we founded the GenevaAssociation ACEESall (Association againstSexual Exploitation and 

Slavery) which every month, during one year and nine months, sent the funds necessary to keep the 

shelter in Limassol alive. 

In December 2008, the Government Shelter in Nicosia opened its doors and Fathe r Savvas’ shelter 

closed down. 

2.   International Conference in Nicosia, November 2008.  

With the help of Daphne Voelin, a friend from Geneva, Catherine GermainHochet, the lawyer 

HarisStavrakis and a handful of volunteers, we organized an international conference which took place 

in Nicosia from the 19th to the 21st of November 2008.  

Our aim was to draw attention to the existence of human trafficking, an internationally organised crime, 

in Cyprus.  This crime flourishes in Cyprus with both the Government and society as accomplices. 

In fact the administration issued 6,000 “artist visas” each year to provide the island’s cabarets with 

women.  It is traditionally acceptable in Cypriot society to buy sexual services and so the customers were 

guaranteed. 

3.  To our surprise the Conference was a great success.  The director of the radio station ASTRA, George 

Pavlides, contacted us and this is how, in April 2009, the awareness campaign on the radio began.  The 

aim of this campaign was to explain to the public the difference between prostitution and trafficking of 

human beings.  

 

 



 

 

4.  In 2008 we created the Non-Governmental Organisation Cyprus STOP Trafficking.  It had become 

obvious by this time that it was indispensable to create the legal framework allowing us to operate  

andwe registered the Organisation in Cyprus. 

5.  Since 2010 we have been carrying out an awareness campaign, always with the same aim, to explain 

the difference of prostitution and human trafficking. At the invitation of the Ministries of Educati on and 

Defense we have visited Secondary Schools and dozens of Army Barracks all over the island and spoke to 

students and soldiers. 

 

B.  RESULTS 

1.  In February2010 the “artist visas” were finally abolished.  They have been replaced by a “work 

permit”. 

There are now only 24 cabarets.   According to the Police, the women who work there knew what they 

were hired to do.  The Police also says that nowadays the places where trafficking is mainly to be  found 

is in : massage parlors, private apartments, bars, coffee shops internet cafes and the web. 

2.  Victims remain only for a short time in the Government Shelter (usually one month). Thus our 

Organisation rents five apartments to provide accommodation to women when they leave the shelter 

and until they receive their allowance from the Social Services, find a job or are repatriated. Recognised 

victims who leave the Government Shelter are entitled to financial assistance by the Social Services.  

This amounts to 400 euros per month to cover everyday expenses and 200 euros for rent.  But these 

allowances are given to the victims sometimes as late as five months after they leave the shelter,due to 

the slow, bureaucratic way in which the administration operates. Hence our Organisation has to cover 

the living expenses of victims for several months. 

The main expenses are the rents (2,600 euros per month) and electricity bills. 

3.  Repatriation. 

When a victim is repatriated the airplane ticket is paid by the Government.  However, so that victims do 

not return to their own countries even  poorer than when they had left and thus risk exploitation by the 

same criminal networks,  we try to help them when they are back home.  

Unfortunately they rarely ask us to finance their studies.  More often they want us to help them set up a 

small business, for example, a hairdressing salon. 

 

 



 

C.   FUNDING SOURCES 

From 2008 to 2010 the Geneva foundation PROVICTIMIS granted the amount of 50,000 SF per year to 

Cyprus STOP Trafficking. 

At the same time we received smaller private grants from Switzerland. 

In Geneva, every year on the 18th of October, for the European day against human trafficking, we 

organize a classical music concert. 

We also organize charity dinners in Geneva and in Nicosia twice a year. 

Last year the well-known engraver Hambis offered our Organisation one of his works.  We sold lottery 

tickets for the sum of 2,600 euros.  This year the painter EvgeniaVasiloudi offered two of her works to be 

drawn in a lottery. 

Our Organisation also receives funds from the sale of the books that we publish.  

We would also like to mention that our booklet “Perfume of Hell” based on seven true stories related to 

us by victims of human trafficking has inspired two theatre performances that were staged in Cyprus. 

 


